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The Canadian Commission for UNESCO supports the organization of ICAE World
Assembly
In a letter sent before the holiday season, Louise Filiatrault,
Secretary General of the Canadian Commission for UNESCO
(CCUNESCO), confirmed that, insofar as possible, ICÉA will
count on their collaboration, support and "contribution to the
success of this opportunity for international exchange in
Canada."
The letter was sent to ICÉA after holding a meeting that
allowed Alan Tuckett, ICAE President, to exchange with the
Secretary General as well as various Canadian and Quebec
government representatives, and Canadian civil society
organizations. In the letter where she expressed CCUNESCO’s moral support for the World Assembly, Mrs. Filiatrault
acknowledged that this event will take place in a very particular international context.

She expressed the concern of CCUNESCO to recognize the achievements in Canada and to facilitate international
exchanges that may be inspiring. She is confident that this event will contribute to the international reputation of
members of the CCUNESCO and enrich their practices based on successful experiences and achievements attained in
other parts of the world.
Finally, she appreciates the opportunity offered to local organizations and networks, to benefit from the exchange
with international experts and actors from all sectors of education and adult learning.
Read more
Spanish: http://www.waam2015.org/es
Français: http://www.waam2015.org/fr

ICAE response to the Ban Ki-moon Synthesis Report on the post-2015 development
agenda
His Excellency Ban Ki‐moon
Secretary General
United Nations
January 8, 2015
Dear Ban Ki Moon,
I am writing on behalf of the International Council for Adult Education to welcome the broad and inclusive process
you have led in working towards the Sustainable Development Goals to be agreed in September 2015, and to
express the strongest disappointment that the key role adult learning plays in development and the eradication of
poverty has been omitted from your latest synthesis report.
One of the weaknesses of the Millennium Development Goals was their lack of articulation with the Education for All
targets agreed in Dakar in 2000. The EFA targets addressed the learning needs of all – from early childhood care and
education through to the needs of adults in later life, and whilst the MDGs drew on EFA for the universal primary
education and gender equality goals, they had the effect of marginalising all other EFA goals, as development
partners prioritised universal primary education in particular. The major casualty of this was adult literacy rates,
where after twenty five years of international commitments there are still 750 million adults who are illiterate. 64%
of them are women – exactly the same percentage as at Jomtien in 1990 when global EFA targets were first adopted.
But as you have recognised the quality of teaching and the supply of adequately trained teachers also suffered, and
developments in early years, work with disabled adults, provision for labour market entry and for education for
people outside the waged labour force were also affected.
These unintended consequence of the Millennium Development Goals were recognised in the Dakar Consultation on
education that preceded the High Level Panel’s report, and led to the very welcome proposal for the target for
education to include lifelong learning. That understanding was enshrined in the Muscat Agreement of the Education
For All Steering Committee and in the work of the Open Working Group. Whilst we believe strongly that the Muscat
Agreement proposal for ‘Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and lifelong learning for all’ is more
powerful than the OWG formulation, both maintain a commitment to education through the life course – enabling
policy makers to focus on the unacceptable marginalisation of women and men without literacy on the one hand,
but also to include the challenges faced by industrial states – for whom the SDGs are also aimed.
Yet in your synthesis report there is a narrow focus on the learning needs of children and adolescents, and the report
is silent on the learning needs of adults. So in para 69 you declare that ‘all children and adolescents have a right to

education and must have a safe environment in which to learn.’ But the human right to education also includes the
rights of all those previously denied opportunities, and they too need safe environments for learning. Without them,
it is hard to see how the gender equality the report aspires to can be achieved.
Again in para 71 you state, ‘...It is essential that young people receive relevant skills and high‐quality education and
life‐long learning, from early childhood to post‐primary schooling, including life skills and vocational education and
training, as well as science, sports and culture. Teachers must be given the means to deliver learning and knowledge
in response to a safe global workplace, driven by technology.’ Whilst the aspirations for young people and children
outlined here are welcome, the paragraph seriously distorts the meaning and scope of lifelong learning, to exclude
all focus on adults, and needs to be amended if the consultative process of the last four years is to be honoured.
However, the case for focusing on the learning needs of adults is even more important when you synthesis the work
of all the different strands of the development process. For strategies to improve sanitation and secure clean water
to be effective, adults need to be engaged in understanding change, adapting to it, and helping to shape it. The
same is true when measures to reduce infant mortality, and improve maternal health are developed. And changing
ways of living to improve sustainability can only work when adults learn to make the adaptations necessary. Indeed,
across the development agenda, adult learning is an essential pre‐requisite for success that is owned by the
communities affected. That of course is the reason for our call for universal adult literacy to be at the core of the
SDGs, and to be a key target within the education goal.
We trust that it is not too late for the amendments we seek to be adopted. We are confident that the World
Education Forum in Incheon will endorse a lifelong, life‐wide agenda, and would welcome your support in ensuring
that its conclusions help shape member states’ commitments this September.
Yours faithfully,
Alan Tuckett
President
Katarina Popović
Secretary General
On behalf of our members and networks on all continents.
..
The UN Non‐Governmental Liaison Service and UN DESA Division for Sustainable Development, have invited civil
society stakeholders to submit their official responses to the report and it is essential that you submit your comments
through the online form that is in this link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1U97gmcy‐KGsu66‐lVi1cHU7R‐C_B4y6u0AbFtua2zE4/viewform (to have access to
the form press CTRL + Click)

ICAE STRATEGIC SEMINAR
February, 1st - 2nd, 2015 – Belgrade, Serbia
From 1st‐2nd February 2015, representatives from ICAE Regional bodies, ICAE Executive Committee, some special
invitees and ICAE Staff will gather in Belgrade, Serbia to discuss about information and recommendations on the
priorities of the future work of ICAE that will be taken to the ICAE World Assembly for the adoption of the 2016‐2019
ICAE Strategic plan. The specific objectives of the Strategic Seminar are the following:
•

to have an updated context analysis of the 2015 and the advocacy work of civil society at global level,

•
to have the input from experts that know about changes in the global arena and in global architecture of
adult education policy creation,
•

to identify the future main players, partners, spaces and challenges for future ICAE work,

•
to define main topics and issues around adult education and lifelong learning, and to decide about the next
phase of ICAE work and development
•
to rethink about the profile, programmes and activities, define goals and envisaged results needed for the
future work of ICAE
Within this framework, the conclusions and recommendations from the recently held evaluation of ICAE will be also
shared and the Strategic Seminar will be followed by an ICAE Executive Committee meeting on February 3 and 4.

EAEA & dvv international workshop: "Adult education and the post-2015 process"
Time: 30.01.2015 ‐ 30.01.2015
Location: Brussels, Belgium
EAEA and DVV International invite you to a workshop on adult education and
development on 30 January 2015. At the meeting, we will discuss non‐formal and informal
adult education in the context of the post‐2015 agenda. Lifelong learning is a key for
achieving social change and reducing poverty levels around the world and needs to be
recognised not only as a goal, but also as a means of development.
A presentation by Prof. Timothy Ireland (University of Paraíba, Brazil) on 'Development and Education in the post‐
2015 Agenda' will serve as a basis for discussion. Together with colleagues from CONCORD Europe, we will take a
closer look at the European Year for Development 2015 and the activities of civil society. With DG DEVCO, European
Commission, we will discuss the EU strategies on adult education and development in the post‐2015 process.
Please find the preliminary agenda of our workshop here: http://www.eaea.org/media/policy‐
advocacy/development/workshop‐adult‐education‐and‐development‐30‐january‐2015.pdf
The workshop will serve as a platform for exchange of experience and expertise in order to create a strategy plan for
adult education and development in the post‐2015 agenda.
Please register by 26 January 2015 by sending an e‐mail to Raffaela Kihrer (EAEA): raffaela.kihrer@eaea.org
Source: http://www.eaea.org/en/home/events/eaea‐dvv‐international‐workshop‐adult‐education‐and‐the‐post‐
2015‐process.html

ICAE REGIONAL AND NATIONAL MEMBERS ACTIVITIES
-

2015 ProLiteracy Conference on Adult Literacy http://www.proliteracy.org/uscal/uscal-2015

-

NEW / ICAE ADVOCACY GUIDE VI http://www.icae2.org/index.php/en/news-2/211-new-icae-advocacy-guide-vi-eng-esp-fra

Honour Awards: JFLL Empowering Through Education http://jamaica-gleaner.com/gleaner/20150114/news/news82.html
CLADE lanza consulta sobre la gratuidad de la educación básica en América Latina y el Caribe
http://www.campanaderechoeducacion.org/privatizacion/clade-lanza-consulta-sobre-la-gratuidad-de-la-educacion-basica-enamerica-latina-y-el-caribe/

OTHER NEWS
-

Call for Chapters for a book on Adult education and museums
http://cradall.org/node/652?utm_content=buffer4af1a&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer

-

Call For Applications: International Women’s Human Rights Education Institute http://www.awid.org/Get-Involved/Calls-forParticipation2/Call-for-Applications-International-Women-s-Human-Rights-Education-Institute#.VMYq1CjWvYM.facebook

MULTIMEDIA
Katarina Popovic, Secretary General ICAE. Remembering for the Future Conference 2014.
http://www.icae2.org/index.php/en/resources/multimedia/210-videos

ICAE BLOG: http://educationpost2015icae.wordpress.com/

