ICAE 2016 ANNUAL REPORT
Achievements and activities
2016 has been a very dynamic and successful year for ICAE, encompassing both a strategic and
an operational focus which included: various types of activities, numerous events, a lot of
networking, strategizing and changing.
The main work done in 2016 centred around four activity areas: Advocacy and Lobbying for
Adult Learning and Education (ALE) and Lifelong Learning (LLL), Capacity Building,
Inclusive Education and the Integral approach.
The key achievements of ICAE in 2016:
1. Advocacy and Lobbying for Adult Learning and Education (ALE) and Lifelong
Learning (LLL)
2016 presented various opportunities for the advocacy and lobbying for ALE and LLL and for
ICAE to play a critical role. The first High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development
(HLPF) after the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) took place. This is the
central platform for a follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for the Sustainable Development
and the Sustainable Development Goals. ICAE became a member and one of the focal points
of the Steering Group in the Coordination Mechanism of the UN High Level Political Forum.
This ensured a platform and a framework for ICAE to continue to advocate for the realization of
the right to ALE and for LLL..
In the same framework, ICAE supported and actively participated in the establishment of the
Education and Academic Stakeholder Group (EASG). EASG brings together human rightsbased education and academia organizations and networks to engage with the monitoring and
reviewing of the Sustainable Development Goals, another significant advocacy platform.
Consequently ICAE secured a place in the formal structures of the United Nations (UN) and
UNESCO, and has been able to use these channels for advocacy. This is key for success of the
advocacy work of ICAE and our membership.
1.1

Participation in the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF)

From 11–20 July 2016 the meeting of the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development
(HLPF) took place at the UN Headquarters in New York. Under the auspices of the UN Economic
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and Social Council (ECOSOC) the meeting focused on the theme of “Ensuring that no one is left
behind.” It was attended by nearly 1500 Member States, Major Groups and other stakeholders
(MGoS), intergovernmental and UN organizations. During the two weeks, plenary sessions were
followed by official-moderated dialogues and, in addition to the official program, 37 side events
were organized. Civil society participation and representation was mainly possible through the
Major Groups and Other Stakeholders mechanism.

HLPF side event
In the framework of the newly established Education and Academic Stakeholder Group (EASG),
ICAE organized a successful side event on “Leaving no one behind”.
The event organized by the EASG, the Stakeholder Group for Persons with Disabilities, in
partnership with the Global Education Monitoring Report, had the Sustainable Development
Goal 4 in its focus, and its emphasis on equitable and inclusive education. With the presence of
the governments of Bolivia and Serbia, the side event had a lively panel that focused on the intersectoral approaches needed to promote inclusive education policies that guarantee gender
equality and the fulfilment of the right to education for children, youth and adults living with
disabilities.
Besides a successful turnout, and securing the presence of governments and high-level keynote
speakers, the process of organizing the side event was in itself an achievement for the newly
created Education and Academia Stakeholder Group. It proved how strategic alliances result in
positive outcomes and reach a greater audience. Furthermore ICAE was active in approaching
Government representative from Serbia and Montenegro, as well as key allies from major groups
and other stakeholders.
At the end of the 2nd week of the
HLPF, a Ministerial Declaration was
adopted,
where
governments
recognized that in order to ensure no
one is left behind, they need to
guarantee universal literacy as well
as equitable and universal access to
quality education at all levels.
Similarly the Declaration stressed
that for realizing gender equality and
the empowerment of all women and
girls, they should enjoy equal access
to quality education at all levels.
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1.2

Education and Academia Stakeholder Group

As mentioned above, ICAE established together with the Global Campaign for Education (GCE),
Education International (EI) and the European Students Union (ESU), the Education and
Academia Stakeholder Group (EASG), which brings together human rights-based education
and academia organizations and networks to engage with the monitoring and review of the
Sustainable Development Goals.
The primary role of the EASG is to ensure and facilitate meaningful participation of the
organizations and networks in UN policy spaces, including the follow-up and review of the SDGs.
The EASG seeks to influence policy by ensuring effective participation in UN processes, including
SDG implementation mechanisms and spaces at global, regional and national levels. Such
participation is brought about through coordinated advocacy at all levels; developing informed
research-based advocacy messages, materials, and analysis; and engaging in communications
and media work to raise awareness of critical educational issues—including both progress made
and eventual drawbacks—in order to hold governments to account and push for the realization of
human rights.
In a very short time, the EASG was able to notch up successes: it has regular participation in the
HLPF coordination mechanism of MGoS of which ICAE is also a representative of the Steering
Committee; EASG drafted a joined public statement on “Leaving no one behind” for the HLPF,
based on a wide online consultation among all members of the networks that constitute the
stakeholder group. Also, as already described in the previous section, EASG organized a
successful side event on inclusive education during the HLPF 2016.
The EASG is open to all interested organizations working for a human rights perspective of
education, for economic, social and environmental justice and dignity for all and which are
committed towards the implementation of the full SDG Agenda, and in particular of SDG4.
For more information about EASG, please visit www.educationacademia.org
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1.3

ICAE active in World Forums

In 2016, ICAE participated in several international strategic events on ALE in order to reinforce
alliances with organizations, networks, and social movements committed to the education of
young people and adults, in particular in preparation for the CONFINTEA VI midterm review.
Some of these events were back-to-back with the World Education Forum (WEF) of Porto
Alegre. The World Education Forum is a thematic forum that in a way is an extension of the World
Social Forum (WSF) and is therefore an important stage for the adult education community. Since
2001 this forum joins educators, students, researchers, authorities, trade unionists,
representatives of multiple and different social and popular forces, in favour of an emancipatory
education.
Therefore, ICAE participated at the following meetings:
●

the Meeting of Popular Universities held 17–18 January in Porto Alegre, organized by
the Popular Education Social Forum, which emerged from a dialogue between FLACSO
Brazil, the Centre for Social Studies—University of Coimbra, CLACSO, and Codesria, as a
possibility to gather universities with Popular Education activities based on the idea that
the democratization of societies necessarily requires the democratization of knowledge.

●

The World Education Forum, 19–23 January in Porto Alegre, Brazil. The main thematic
lines of the forum were: to identify actions and challenges for the construction of another
education for other civilization model; to highlight the contribution of education to social
justice and the construction of the world we want.

●

The “Convergence of Education Assembly: Popular Education and Human Right”. It
was organized as part of the Thematic Social Forum of Porto Alegre, and its focus was to
evaluate the education networks’ contribution to the 15 years of the World Social Forum.

For ICAE, the main achievement of being at these meetings was that different constituencies
better
understood
and
committed to ALE. This could
be seen especially at the
Convergence
Assembly,
where organizers publicly
committed to ALE and popular
education and human rights.
At the same time, it opened
the dialogue with the IberoAmerican States Organization
to
organize
the
Latin
American CONFINTEA VI+6
International Seminar in
Brasilia later that year.
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In August, ICAE actively participated in the Education Zone of the World Social Forum (WSF),
of which ICAE is a member of the Steering Committee. ICAE organized, in partnership with the
Institut de Coopération pour l’éducation des adultes (ICÉA) based in Québec (Canada), a
workshop on the Struggles in continuing and popular education, featuring Daniel Baril (the director
of ICÉA) and Filomena Siqueira (IALLA graduate). A session on Critical thinking and social
transformation was animated by the distinguished social scientist Immanuel Wallerstein and ICAE
Vice-President Shirley Walters.

1.4

CONFINTEA VI Follow up

For more than 60 years CONFINTEA (the International Conference on Adult Education) has been
recognized as the most influential space in the international arena of adult education. The last
conference, CONFINTEA VI, held in Brazil in December 2009, adopted the Belem Framework for
Action (BFA), which records the commitments of Member States and presents a strategic guide
for the global development of literacy and adult education from the perspective of lifelong learning.
International Seminar on Lifelong Education and CONFINTEA VI Midterm review in Brazil
The International Seminar on Lifelong Education and CONFINTEA VI Midterm review in Brazil
was held in the City of Brasilia from 25 to 27 April. ICAE was one of the international partners to
this important opportunity for the celebration of the Belem Framework for Action commitments in
an environment of social dialogue. The main objective of the seminar was to take stock of the
educational actions that have taken place in the national territory and to raise subsidies that will
provide the country with the construction of effective measures consistent with the commitments
declared during the CONFINTEA VI. The topics covered in lectures, panels and panel
presentations of the Brazilian CONFINTEA VI +6 Seminar were of great interest for reflection and
analysis by youth and adult education with a view to transforming it.
Participation in this event allowed ICAE to deepen the understanding of youth and adult education
in relation to gender, participation, quality of education, and develop a positioning document from
civil society for the CONFINTEA VI + 6 to be held in 2017. Additionally it was an opportunity for
convening a coordination meeting of education organizations and networks of civil society in Latin
America.

International Council for Adult Education
Luis Alberto de Herrera 387, Melo, Cerro Largo, CP 37000 - Uruguay
secretariat@icae.global - www.icae.global

In the context of this event in Brazil, ICAE organized a coordination meeting of Latin American
organizations and networks of education on the upcoming CONFINTEA VI +6. The meeting
had participants of the Latin American networks: CEAAL, REPEM, CLADE, FLACSO and GEO,
as well as other organizations and individual members of ICAE. Several joint actions and
strategies towards CONFINTEA VI Mid-term Review were discussed and some specific initiatives
planned by the networks were presented for further collaboration.
CONFINTEA VI Sub-Regional Meeting Follow-up Meeting for the Caribbean “Enhancing
Lifelong Learning Opportunities for Youth and Adults in the Caribbean”
On June 30th and July 1, 2016, ICAE’s members the Jamaican Council for Adult Education and
the Jamaican Foundation for Lifelong Learning attended this UIL—UNESCO event “Enhancing
Lifelong Learning Opportunities for Youth and Adults in the Caribbean”, which brought
together ministers and policy-makers, partners and experts from the Caribbean region to review
the current situation, develop an action plan for the Latin American and Caribbean region and a
strategy to further enhance and strengthen adult learning and education from a lifelong learning
perspective.
ICAE’s Caribbean Vice-president, Shermaine Barrett, ensured that the voices of civil society were
heard in the discussion and civil society inputs were included in the Sub-Regional Action Plan.
She was also a panellist on the “Review and analysis of youth and adult learning policies and
practices”. The meeting resulted in a Draft Sub-Regional Action Plan for following up the Belem
Framework for Action (BFA) and the RALE on the basis of GRALE II and III in the coming years,
to align literacy and ALE priorities with the Education 2030 Framework for Action.
“Adult Education: Failure and Prospects for Renewal in the Arab World” Amman, Jordan.
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In October 2016 ICAE convened a coordination meeting with organizations and networks of civil
society in the Arab region. Representatives of four Arab networks from different countries
participated in the meeting: Arab Network for Literacy and Adult Education (ANLAE), Egypt, Arab
Network for Popular Education (ANPE), Lebanon, Arab Campaign for Education for All (ACEA),
Palestine, Arab Network for Civic Education (ANHRE), Jordan.
The CONFINTEA process was discussed with the representatives of the networks and the
opportunities for their involvement were analysed. The Arab CONFINTEA meeting in 2015 was
taken as the starting point for the articulation of priorities of the civil society in Arab countries that
will be brought to the CONFINTEA Midterm conference.
Policy Forum on Youth & Adult Learning and Education in SDG4 in the Asia Pacific
The Policy Forum on Youth & Adult Learning and Education in SDG4 in the Asia Pacific was held
24–25 November in Bangkok, Thailand. ICAE’s co-operation with ASPBAE, DVV international,
UNESCO and UIL as well as the active participation in the Forum, allowed ICAE to better engage
with discussions and plans in the region, to define common objectives, and to develop future
mobilization towards CONFINTEA VI+6. Since the variety and diversity of the countries in Asia
influences also the diversity of the needs and priorities of civil society in these countries, the ways,
approaches and steps towards the participation in CONFINTEA Midterm conferences were
discussed.
CONFINTEA VI +6 — Online Campaign
ICAE disseminated a series of short interviews with members and relevant actors of the ALE
community to promote a strong presence of civil society, critical analyses, evaluations, and for
ICAE members to bring their own perspectives of progress and setbacks forward. A new section
on the ICAE website was installed in order to share news, articles and key information on the
preparatory process of CONFINTEA at national, regional and international level. With these
resources, civil society in all regions is informed about the CONFINTEA VI +6 process, its
importance and ways of (possible) engagement at national, regional and local level.
UIL Honorary Fellows
For their outstanding contribution to the field
of lifelong learning, two ICAE Executive
Committee members: Alan Tuckett, ICAE
Past president and Shirley Walters, ICAE
Vice president for Africa have been awarded
the Honorary Fellow Certificates of the
UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning
(UIL).
Alan Tuckett, next to Shirley Walters, Maria
Khan (ASPBAE Secretary General) and
Heribert Hinzen (DVV International former
Director) received the award at the ThinkInternational Council for Adult Education
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tank meeting on lifelong learning in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, realized on
September 27, 2016 in Hamburg, Germany.

1.5

Global Report on Adult Learning and Education (GRALE)

In September 2016, the third Global Report on Adult Learning and Education (GRALE III) was
released, in the framework of a new international education agenda and in advance of the
CONFINTEA VI midterm review. GRALE is a monitoring tool of the implementation of the BFA,
and it aims to guide policymakers and practitioners on the road ahead. For civil society
organizations it provides a great source of information and data not easily obtained and processes
at national level. This information is crucial for evidence-based advocacy on ALE. Therefore,
ICAE made available the GRALE III to all its members and general public through its website and
e-lists, and organized regional launches in coordination with its regional members.
In 2016, regional GRALE III launches were organized with the attendance of a broad public of civil
society organizations, government representatives, UN agency representatives, donors and
international networks.
 Latin America
ICAE co-organized the presentation of the GRALE III in the LAC
region together with the Brazilian Ministry of Education and numerous
other partners in Brasilia between 25 and 27 April 2016. The event
included the International Seminar on Lifelong Education, the
Brazilian Technical Meeting of mid-term review of the Belém Action
Framework and the Meeting of international agencies of technical cooperation to the planning and preparation of the CONFINTEA Midterm Review.


Arab Region

ICAE co-organized the launch of GRALE III in the Arab region, together with DVV international,
UNESCO, UIL, Arab Network for Literacy and Adult Education (ANLAE), Arab Network for
Popular Education (ANPE), Lebanon; Arab Campaign for Education for All (ACEA), and Arab
Network for Civic Education (ANHRE) on 2 October in Amman, Jordan. The launch took place in
the framework of the Regional Seminar “Adult Education: Readings in the Failure and the
Prospects for Renewal in the Arab World”, where 58 representatives of regional Arab Networks
from eight countries (Morocco, Tunisia, Palestine, Lebanon, Egypt, Iraq, Emirates, and Jordan)
discussed challenges ALE is currently facing in the Arab States and identified ways of tackling
these challenges.
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 Asia Pacific
ICAE, DVV international, ASPBAE, UNESCO, UIL organized the Asia-Pacific launch of GRALE III
as part of the Policy Forum on Youth & Adult Learning and Education in SDG4 in Bangkok,
Thailand on November 24, 2016. The Forum brought together 115 participants from governments,
UNESCO, national coalitions, CSOs and donor agencies. The GRALE III was launched during an
evening reception on the first day of the event, followed by a panel discussion on the next day,

where UIL presented important outcomes of the report from a regional perspective. The panel
called “Overview of current status of Adult Learning—What does the GRALE say?” was integrated
by Werner Mauch, Programme Coordinator at UIL; Katarina Popovic, ICAE Secretary General;
Nani Zulminarni, Director, PEKKA; Valenzuela, Deputy Director, SEAMEO, and chaired by
ASPBAE Secretary General, María Khan.


Africa

The African presentation of the GRALE III “Exploring Adult Learning and Education in Africa” was
co-organized by ICAE together with UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning, and Andal & Pinal,
as national host of the event. It was held in October in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso as part of
ICAE’s Academy of Lifelong Learning Advocacy—IALLA. With examples from the African Region,
the launch underlined that ALE can help to empower marginalized and disadvantaged populations
and improve their knowledge and skills in order to enable them to participate actively in the
processes in the society, and progress their development and development of their communities.
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1.6

Recommendations on Adult Learning and Education (RALE)

ICAE has developed a strategy to promote the renewed UNESCO’s “Recommendations on
Adult Learning and Education” (RALE) using both online mechanisms and regional events, in
order to present and discuss RALE as the key international instrument and tool for decisionmakers, practitioners, social partners, civil society and other stakeholders, that should enable
expansion of equitable learning opportunities for youth and adults. In this sense, the above
mentioned GRALE launches were a very important opportunity to highlight RALE as well and to
help to make the link with the Belem Framework of Action (BFA) and the Education 2030 agenda
in the regions.
Furthermore ICAE undertook two main activities which focused on RALE:
a. A special session about CONFINTEA VI and RALE was organized during the IALLA in Burkina
Faso. With the presence of Werner Mauch, Adult Learning and Education Programme
Coordinator at the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning, Katarina Popović, Secretary General
of ICAE, and Daniel Baril, Director of ICEA and General Coordinator of IALLA IX, the theme was
analysed and discussed with the 18 participants of IALLA and ICAE representatives from Africa,
and also among representatives of 13 African countries.
b. RALE was promoted through ICAE’s social media and a special section of the ICAE web page
was allocated to promote the recommendation.
These activities and resources allowed ICAE’s members and partners to become aware of the
links between the Education 2030 agenda; the Belem Framework for Action and RALE: its key
role, normative character and guiding principles for adult education policy and practice.

1.7 GEMR (Global Education Monitoring Report)
and “Rethinking Education”
ICAE is recognized in its research capacities and in providing evidence-based recommendations.
In 2016 two main studies were undertaken: ICAE contributed to the GEMR (Global Education
Monitoring Report) with experiences and recommendations for literacy and numeracy monitoring
from 29 countries. Secondly, ICAE prepared an analytic-comparative study of the civil society
perspective on UNESCO’s new concept of “Rethinking education”.
GEMR
By critically reviewing existing formal and non-formal adult education opportunities in literacy,
numeracy and other skills for acquisition and retention, ICAE and the Global Education Monitoring
Report (GEM) explored possible ways to construct a global monitoring and follow-up framework
for the SDG’s target 4.6. The aim was to promote follow up of the ALE and LLL global frameworks
by civil society organization and to ensure inclusion in the monitoring plans at country level. This
work was done by analysing experts’ submissions of concepts, processes and structures of
literacy provision and reporting from 29 countries from around the world as well as reviewing
existing literature on literacy and numeracy: “Formal and Non-Formal Adult Education
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Opportunities for Literacy and Numeracy, And Other Skills for Acquisition and Retention”.
The final study was published on the GEMR web page.
Rethinking Education—Regional Consultations
ICAE organized the series of regional consultations led by civil society organizations to discuss
the current challenges of youth and adult education across the world and the strategies,
programmes and practices which may enable the accomplishment of SDG 4 of the new global
development agenda: “Ensuring inclusive and equitable quality education and lifelong learning
opportunities for all’. The discussions and debates organized around these challenges, among
adult educators, academics and other civil society actors and stakeholders in the field of
education took UNESCO’s publication: “Rethinking Education—Towards a global common good?”
as a point of departure and contextualized the most important issues addressed by the publication
in the light of particular regional, national and/or local settings with a view to creating alternatives
to the challenges faced by youth and adult education and lifelong learning.
ICAE organized five regional
consultations on UNESCO’s
document
“Rethinking
Education” in Latin America
and the Caribbean, the Arab
Region, Europe, Africa and
Asia/Pacific. Additionally, North
American members followed
the proposed methodology of
the regional consultation and
organized
two
additional
sessions, one by the Coalition
of
Lifelong
Learning
Organizations (COLLO) and the other during the AAACE (Commission for International Adult
Education) General Assembly.
The main achievement of these consultations was that national and regional members could
reflect on how to re-contextualize the right to education of youth and adults in a lifelong learning
for all perspective; civil society’s role for ensuring equity and quality education opportunities for
youth and adults; and what kinds of bridges between formal and non-formal pathways of youth
and adult education are needed. The results and inputs from this consultations should help
UNESCO to identify practices that are making a difference across the regions; capture the local,
regional and global challenges of youth and adult education and of lifelong learning; and also
better understand its formal and non formal dimensions. The engagement of civil society in the
design, delivery and advocacy of holistic education and training programmes, from a humanistic
perspective, in formal and non-formal settings, will contribute to the implementation of the
Framework for Action’s strategies. Building on the rich experience of civil society will also help to
scale up effective practices.
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Through these consultations, civil society organizations and partners were able to share the ideas
on the emerging needs for adult education and lifelong learning in the context of social, economic
and climate changes. With better insights into burning issues, priorities and problems, UNESCO
will be able to relate their work, in a stronger way, to the global tendencies in adult education, to
plan more relevant and more
sustainable
activities,
and
especially to address the needs of
social structures, partners and
marginalized learners. Moreover,
this will enable more intensive
cooperation,
exchange
and
networking among various actors
at different levels, and thus more
synergy in the work in common
areas.

The discussions of the civil society-led consultations focused on the purpose and aim of youth
and adult learning and education vis-à-vis the changing global context and its increased
complexity. Three main themes have been debated:
 Re-contextualizing the right to education in a lifelong learning perspective
 The role and practices of civil society in ensuring equity and quality education for youth
and adults
 The contribution of non-formal education and learning to SDG 4, and its links to formal
education
The consultations consisted of a presentation of UNESCO, input from two or three experts from
the region, working groups around the above-mentioned themes, and discussions among
organizations and key stakeholders in the respective region and suggestions of the themes and
problems that need to be further researched and policy recommendations according to regional
realities and priorities.
Regional commitments
ICAE also engaged and supported national and regional members’ advocacy work on ALE and
LLL by participating in their events.
EAEA General Assembly: In June 2016, ICAE participated in the General Assembly of the
European Association of the Education of Adults (EAEA) to support but also to share insights on
the Sustainable Development Agenda and the implementation of the Education 2030 agenda as
well as how EAEA can better engage as a regional member. As a result EAEA considered bidding
for a seat in the Education 2030 CC-NGO coordination mechanism and agreed to co-organize the
European consultation on “Rethinking Education” and ALE.
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German VHS-Tag/Adult Education Conference: In June 2016,
ICAE participated in the Adult Education Conference of the
German Adult Education Association (DVV) in Berlin. Under the
theme “Digital participation for all”, around 1,500 participants
discussed the impact of digitalization on the education processes,
as well as socio-political questions such as the risk of a digital
divide. ICAE’s President, Sandy Morrison, was a keynote speaker
during the conference and her contribution raised awareness about
the advantages and risks of digital technology among the
indigenous population.

CONCORD is the European NGO confederation for relief and development, and a meeting in
Zagreb/Croatia (24 February) was aimed at the improvement of the coordination among European
NGOs, which are active at the global level. As a result of this meeting, ICAE had an update about
the situation in civil society, problems and challenges. ICAE was also invited to be a part of the
Bridge 47 network and also to be member of the consortium for the project application DEAR (to
contribute to the empowerment of active citizens to achieve global justice and eradication of
poverty by providing new perspectives and partnerships on active citizenship).

2. Capacity Building
The ICAE Academy of
Lifelong
Learning
Advocacy
(IALLA)
continues to be the main
international
training
course to provide the
necessary knowledge and
skills for the work on ALE,
grounded on a human
rights
framework
and
applied in the different
fields of ALE. In 2016,
IALLA was a francophone
edition, which took place
in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso from the 10 to 17 October 2016. The main partners for its
organization where two ICAE members: Andal & Pinal, based mainly in Burkina Faso and the
ICÉA, the Institut de coopération pour l’éducation des adultes, based in Québec.
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The international course dedicated an important part of its program to inform participants about
the links between the Belem Framework for Action, the Recommendations on Adult Learning and
Education and Education 2030 Agenda, especially Goal 4, as well as advocacy strategies in
preparation towards CONFINTEA VI midterms.
The IALLA training sessions combine the study and acquisition of relevant content, working in
groups, analysis of real-world experiences and practical exercises. The sessions are organized by
a team of experts from different regions and backgrounds.
Furthermore, in the framework of IALLA,
various meetings were organized in
order to mobilize civil society, with
francophone ICAE members, national
organizations and regional networks
committed to the right to ALE in different
specific fields in their countries and sub
regions. There was also an exchange for
future plans towards CONFINTEA VI
midterm conference with other partners
to secure a strong African voice in the
conference.
A meeting with the representatives of ADEA was also organized during the course and
discussions held on the ways to participatie in next year’s ADEA conference.
The participants of the course decided to write a Declaration of intention of the participants of
IALLA regarding the creation of an African coordination mechanism aimed at ALE advocacy. In
the same way, the decision has been made to make sure that a civil society delegation from
francophone Africa takes part in the CONFINTEA Midterm conference. In addition several other
priorities have been defined.
The graduates of this ninth version of IALLA became, at the end of their training course, members
of a community of 222 graduates from 74 countries. Belonging to the global learning community
and the continuing networking among graduates continues to be a strong characteristic of IALLA
and one of its main strengths.
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3. Inclusive education
Education for inclusion and diversity, and the promotion of equal opportunities for all— is one of
the basic ideas and foundation of ICAE’s work. Through its Gender and Education Office (GEO),
ICAE realizes several actions towards achieving adult education policies and practices that
integrate a gender equality perspective:
Submission of public statements on the International Women’s day.
On March 8, 2016, GEO members launched a public statement called “For a world worth living
in”. This piece focused on how multiple crises (economic, environmental and political) affect
women across the world and called for joint actions and solidarity to stand for women’s human
rights. The statement was disseminated in three languages (English, Spanish and French) among
all ICAE e-mail-lists and on the ICAE web page.
GEO strategic and planning meeting
On September 7 2016, GEO members gathered in Bahia, Brazil to have a strategic discussion
based on the challenges of education and learning of women in the regions and to identify
priorities and elaborate the activity plan of GEO - 2017 within the framework of ICAE strategic
plan and global agenda.
Participation at AWID forum
From 8 - 11 September 2016, many women activists and
organizations that fight for the women’s rights met in Costa
do Sauípe, Bahia—Brazil for the 13TH AWID
INTERNATIONAL FORUM: ̈ Feminist Futures: Building
Collective Power for Rights and Justice. Nine GEO
members and ICAE representative participated in the Forum
from different countries (South Africa, Egypt, Colombia,
Uganda, Serbia, Uzbekistan, India, and Uruguay). ICAE
focused on engaging new and old GEO members at this
event to encourage intergenerational dialogue and renewed
leadership among the network. During the forum, GEO had
joint “Feedback Dinners”, which helped to reflect on the
attended events and share insights among participants.
REPEM and Vida Brazil “Feminist popular education: Decolonizing solidarity?”
GEO/ICAE with REPEM and Vida Brazil organized a session entitled Feminist popular education:
Decolonizing solidarity?” on September 11. The session’s main achievements were to generate a
discussion of the important link between popular education emancipatory frameworks and the
feminist analysis to challenge power relations and decolonize solidarity. At the same time, the
activity promoted a debate on how we can build a civil society intersected agenda, based on new
interrelations patterns among movements to create the world we want. Additionally, ICAE wanted
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to highlight how popular adult education can support the creation of a feminist future, opening and
working with diverse ideas of what knowledge is and what it might become.
Global Alliance for Literacy (GAL).
ICAE took part in the recently created “Global Alliance for Literacy” (GAL) within the Framework of
Lifelong Learning. For ICAE, literacy is an indispensable foundation that enables young people
and adults to engage in learning opportunities at all stages of the learning continuum and the right
to literacy is considered as an inherent part of the right to education. Therefore we have
welcomed (together with more than 100 UN and government representatives, donors, national
and international non-governmental organizations, representatives of the private sector and
experts from 34 countries) the creation of a multi-stakeholder partnership to advance literacy in
the era of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development—the new Global Alliance for Literacy.
This fifteen-year initiative is based at UIL at
Hamburg and comprises UN specialized agencies
and institutes, donors, private sector, civil society
and others. Participation in the Alliance is based
on the commitments of those willing to contribute
to a coherent action plan designed to foster
literacy and sustainable development. On 23 May
2016, ICAE participated in the first meeting of the
GAL Core Group in Paris. At this meeting, 35
Member states, regional organizations, civil society, academia and the private sector
recommended a number of activities focused on achieving GAL’s key objectives. These included
fostering innovation through the use of ICTs, expanding literacy learning opportunities to all age
groups, making literacy learning more relevant by adopting an intersectoral approach and
establishing multi-stakeholder partnerships at national and regional levels. The Core Group
recommended that UIL should take preparatory steps required to formally launch the Alliance on
8–9 September 2016 as a part of the International Literacy Day events.
At the same time, ICAE took this opportunity to strengthen the co-operation with UNESCO, UIL
and other partners in literacy work. ICAE met with OIF and exchanged on possible support and
activities in 2017 and 2018 and discussed with members and UNESCO the organization of
regional activities, including the regional consultations on “Rethinking Education”.
The European Adult Education (Young) Professionals Learning Platform (AE PRO)
In the framework of an European project coordinated by EAEA (European Association for the
Education of Adults) ICAE contributed to online the European Adult Education (Young)
Professionals Learning Platform (AE PRO) on the topic of “Adult Learning in the 21st century”.
The course was structured according to EAEA’s recent “Manifesto for Adult Learning in the 21st
century”, which sets objectives for creating a Learning Europe: a Europe that is able to tackle the
future positively and with all necessary skills, knowledge and competences. The Manifesto is
targeted at European, national and regional policy makers to learn about the benefits of adult
learning. It can also be useful for European education providers in advocacy work.
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ICAE was in charge of the session on “The life skills in global perspective” on the 28th of April
2016. It was an online lecture of 1.5 hours and forum discussions, complemented by reading
assignments. The session aimed at familiarizing, discussing and reflecting the concept of life skills
and skills for work in a global perspective, Furthermore ICAE co-organized a second live session
on “The Sustainable Development Goals and adult education for sustainable development” on 16
June, 2016. This session was led by the Interest Organization for Popular Movement Folk High
Schools (RIO), Folkbildning—Learning for Active Citizenship (FOLAC), Sweden and introduced
the UN Agenda 2030—the Sustainable Development Goals, together with perspectives on the
right to education and lifelong learning. The main questions for debate were: What is the role of
adult education in education for sustainable development? How can the dimensions of
sustainability be understood, and how do they interrelate?
4. An Integral Approach to ALE for life,
work and global citizenship
For the first time ICAE has included TVET (Technical Vocational Education and Training)
into its priorities and started to promote an integral approach that links basic and general
education with TVET, skills for life with skills for work. ICAE also includes new partners in the
network around the topic skills for life and skills for work.
Another priority of ICAE is Global Citizenship Education
(GCED), which is one of the burning issues of the global
world, as pointed out during the World Education Forum by
main actors and recommended by the Incheon Declaration. In
order to respond to current global challenges, such as the
impact of austerity policies, refugees’ crisis, and inequalities, it
is necessary to develop and promote a common
understanding of the concept of global citizenship among key
stakeholders.
During 2016 ICAE organized and participated in two major
activities on GCED. ICAE organized a Virtual Seminar on
Global Citizenship Education, based on 4 articles selected
from the Journal of DVV International in co-operation with
ICAE, AE+D—Adult Education and Development. It focused
on the discussion of the concept of Global Citizenship
Education, through different contexts and perspectives, and
provided inputs for CONFINTEA VI+6.
The virtual seminar reached more than 900 subscribers that
followed the 20 comments by ALE experts and practitioners from around the world: 8 from Latin
America, 5 from Africa, 5 from Europe, 1 from Caribbean, and 1 from North America region. At the
end of the seminar an e-book “Adult Education and Development: Global Citizenship Education”
based on the articles and reflections of the Virtual seminar was developed and widely
disseminated.
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Shermaine Barrett represents ICAE in the editorial team of
the Adult Education and Development, DVV international
journal.
1st Global Capacity Building Workshop on GCED
From 19 June to 2 July 2016 ICAE participated in the 1st Global Capacity Building Workshop on
Global Citizenship Education (GCED) organized by UNESCO Asia Pacific Centre of Education for
Intercultural Understanding (APCEIU). For 2 weeks, 27 participants from 24 different countries
learned about various topics ranging from peace education, human rights education, sustainable
development education and cultural diversity to prevention of violent extremism. ICAE’s
representative was selected as one of the national participants, representing Uruguay, but
ultimately was chosen for its involvement in youth and adult education policy development at
national and international level.
The workshop allowed ICAE to develop a closer link with APCEIU, a specialized centre that
focuses on the promotion of the international understanding and peace through education. Since
2013, APCEIU has become a leading centre for GCED, devoted itself to strengthening GCED
capacities by training and developing educational materials and programmes, and enhancing the
network of educators, civil society leaders and other stakeholders.
Also this workshop allowed ICAE to establish links with resource persons and facilitators for
further collaboration. Including, Carlos Alberto Torres, distinguished Professor of education and
UNESCO Chair in Global Citizenship Education; Peter Fredlake, Director, Teacher Education and
Special Programs, Levine Institute for Holocaust Education, United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum; Lea Espallardo, Senior Artist Teacher, Philippine Educational Theatre Association
(PETA); among others.
To develop a holistic, integral approach to education that responds to the current global
challenges, is a major task for the ALE community. During 2016, ICAE partnered with UNESCO to
use its recent publication “Rethinking Education: towards a global common good?” to trigger a
series of regional consultations to rethink the purpose and organization of education in a world of
increasing complexity, uncertainty and contradiction; and to stimulate public policy debate.

4. Other activities
ICAE kept intensive communication with its
members and partners, informed them about the
most important events, development and issues.
Various channels were used for communication:
emails, web page, Facebook, Twitter; several issues
of Voices Rising were published, as well as ICAE
Advocacy Guides on the most relevant topics in the
international discussion on education, adult
education and lifelong learning.
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Facing the uncertain financial future, ICAE intensified its fundraising activities and had a number
of meetings aiming for the financial stability of the organisation.
During 2016, ICAE was active in the advocacy spaces and
made a lot of efforts for lobby and advocacy activities.
Executive Committee members and ICAE members were
active in contributing to global and regional advocacy efforts.
But it was essential that ICAE had at least one big event in
each of the world regions and used these events for meeting
and exchanging with the members. ICAE’s representatives,
Executive Committee members and partners, have also
participated in numerous events in their regions, strengthening
co-operation with regional and national partners.
We plan to continue this way of doing things in 2017 in order
to keep a close working relationship with all of our members.

5. What is coming in 2017?
In 2017 ICAE’s work will be focused on the civil society input to the CONFINTEA VI mid-term
conference that will be held October 25th-27th in the Republic of Korea. One of our primary
objectives during 2017 will be to mobilize ICAE and its members for the Conference. This will
need an advocacy effort at national, regional and global level. Only by working together, ICAE, its
members and the broader Adult Education and Lifelong Learning community, we will be able to
make a difference for all people all over the world. The focus of this conference follows our efforts
to contribute significantly to the right to education all over the world through the follow-up, review
and monitoring of the global agenda of the Sustainable Development Goals. Our mandate is to
have a clear focus on adult education and lifelong learning, both as a specific goal and as the
transversal means of implementation of other goals, to foster and support the practices of young
people and adults.
We have the enormous challenge of addressing that not only global goals of adult education and
learning are by far not achieved, but that the place of adult education in the global agenda is
modest and far from being secured. We have the certainty that only the mobilization of civil
society and social movements will be able to make the difference.
ICAE wants to contribute to the mobilization towards achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals, and the overall goal that the right to education and lifelong learning for all is ensured,
including young people and adults. Because we believe in the importance of education as
contributing to an equal, sustainable and democratic development of communities and societies.
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