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Application for the Executive Committee of ICAE as Vice President, Europe
Dear members of the ICAE Executive Committee,
As an enthusiast for Lifelong Learning I am highly motivated to contribute to an
influential and financially stable ICAE, which fosters Adult Learning and Education
(ALE) as an open space for civil society around the globe. My vision is that ALE is
recognized and accessible for all in every country worldwide.
Contribution: My ambition is to contribute to a strong and well connected ICAE in two
ways: First, as an active and constructive EC-member, I want to support the further
development of ICAE’s profile. My focus lies on the strategic level. To do so, I will draw
on my experience of working in the board of the European Association of the
Education of Adults (EAEA) and the EC of the European Basic Skills Network (EBSN) as
well as on my current work in Switzerland.
Second, solid institutional funding is vital for ICAE. My goal is to contribute to
mobilizing donors in the short term and establishing healthy finances in the medium
term.
Experience and background: Since 2016 I am the director of the Swiss Federation of
Adult Learning (SVEB), the umbrella organisation for ALE in Switzerland representing
more than 750 members including NGOs, state and private education providers and
trainers. SVEB is the main driver of training of trainers and quality development in ALE
in Switzerland. Prior to the position of director, I was vice-director and project
manager. I have studied economics at the University of St. Gallen.
In my current position, I am responsible for the management and the strategic
development of the organisation (30 staff members, 4 million Euro budget), I initiate
and coordinate innovative national projects and, on the policy level, I represent ALE
vis-à-vis the state, the regional governments and in various national working groups.
Furthermore, I am responsible for the international work of our organisation: On
behalf of the State Secretariat for Education, Research and Innovation (SERI) SVEB
monitors and supports the implementation of UNESCO’s Agenda 2030 and CONFINTEA
processes in Switzerland. SVEB serves also as a link to ICAE and UIL. Since 2013 I have
been of the EBSN Executive commitee, since 2017 member of the EAEA Board and since
2018 Vice President of the latter.
Institutional support: EAEA supports my candidature as Vice President representing
Europe. As the director of a multilingual and well-connected organisation in the heart
of Europe, I feel eligible to represent the diversity of Europe.
Yours sincerely,

Bernhard Grämiger

