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The Relevance of the ALE Campaign 
and ALE Research in Global Times 
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• The International Council for Adult Education (ICAE) is a global 
network with a specific mandate to advocate for youth and 
adult learning and education (ALE) as a universal human right.

• It was established in 1973 and has 7 regional bodies (Africa, 
Arab Region, Asia-Pacific, Caribbean, Europe, Latin America and 
North America) representing more than 800 NGOs – regional, 
national and sectoral networks – in more than 75 countries.
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Programme and Speakers
7:00 Welcome (Ricarda Motschilnig)
7:05 Why is the ALE Campaign and ALE 
Research relevant in global times?

• Background of the ALE Campaign 
(Robbie Guevara)
• ALE Research in university/vocational 

sector (Shermaine Barrett)
• ALE Research in social movements 

(Timothy Ireland)
7:20 Open conversation (via Q&A)
7:30 Call to Action (Robbie Guevara)
7:35 Invitation to the exhibition space
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Jose Roberto Guevara, Associate Professor, 
International Development, RMIT University, 
Melbourne Australia
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“We are a global alliance of the main international 
actors in the field of Adult Learning and Education. 

We believe in the fundamental importance of ALE for 
achieving a healthy planet and a better world. 

By working together in the promotion of ALE as a 
global brand, we advocate for greater involvement 

and investment in ALE by governments, donors, 
private sector, international organizations and social 

movements.” (Bangkok Declaration 2019)
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Campaign Partners
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Definition
“The ultimate goal of ALE is to ensure that adults, throughout 
their lives, can participate fully in societies, including the world 
of work. ALE includes three key domains of learning and 
skills: literacy and basic skills, continuing education and 
vocational skills, and liberal, popular and community education 
and citizenship skills.
ALE enables people to develop the necessary capabilities to 
exercise and realize their rights and take control of their 
destinies. It promotes personal and professional development, 
thereby supporting more active engagement by adults with their 
societies, communities and environments. It fosters 
environmental and inclusive economic well-being and decent 
work. It is therefore a crucial tool in alleviating poverty, 
improving health and well-being and contributing to sustainable 
learning societies.” 

This definition is based on the UNESCO                           
Recommendation on Adult Learning and Education (RALE 2015).
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Vision
“ALE is a powerful driver for justice, well-
being and change. ALE offers flexible 
quality learning and education 
opportunities. It is accessible to all youth 
and adults, throughout the life course. 
ALE is responsive to the needs of 
individuals and groups in different life 
contexts and learning environments. ALE 
enables people to strive for a better life, 
decent work and a healthy planet. ALE is a 
human right.”
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The 7th International 
Conference on Adult 
Education 
(CONFINTEA VII) will 
be hosted by 
Morocco in 2022.
It will examine effective 
adult learning and 
education policies 
within a lifelong 
learning perspective 
and within the 
framework of the UN 
Sustainable 
Development Goals 
(SDGs).
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Shermaine Barrett, Professor of Adult Education and 
Workforce Development and Dean of the Faculty of Education 
and Liberal Sciences, University of Technology, Jamaica

We-Are-ALE Campaign 
and ALE Research in  
the University and 
Vocational 
Education Sectors
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ALE  -- Research

• Helps illuminate those factors that hinder adults from 
participating fully in the various sectors of society
• Identify global ALE issues that need to be interrogated 
• Explore emerging needs of individuals and groups in 

different contexts 
• Help researchers to identify and develop unanswered and 

researchable ALE questions
• Ensure our research work is relevant, useful and meaningful 

to society – goes beyond academic.



RMIT Classification: Trusted

Research -- ALE
• Address challenges through research 
• Interrogate questions and concerns arising from ALE
• Cut across regions and provide opportunities for cross-cultural studies
• Identify areas where there are deficiencies in information that negatively 

impact the cause of ALE 
• Provide evidence-based information to inform ALE policy, pedagogy and 

practice
• The link between the micro and the macro

• Opportunities for Action research – drive solutions to problems in the field.
• Assessment of the impact of ALE
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Research Focus

• Strong interplay between society and adult learning and education
• Technological Explosion of the last year
• Test, develop and refine theories of teaching and learning among 

youths and adults particularly within virtual space.
• Critical questions around quality teaching and learning in education 

for the futures of work within the digital economic
• How is the workplace changing within the digital context 

• Physically and socially
• Answer questions around learning in work 
• Questions around social justice in the workplace
• Questions around gender and the workplace
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Timothy Ireland, Professor of Education, 
Federal University of Paraiba, Joao Pessoa (Brazil)

ALE Research in 
Social Movements
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Constantly growing list of concepts of education – Global citizenship 
education, education for sustainable development, Education for All, 
Lifelong Education, etc. – all of which involve adult subjects. We need to 
have a broad common concept which unites rather than fragments us and 
what we do.
Historically university extension was the doorway through which adult 
education entered into the university and which required the university to 
respond to the needs of organised groups of adults in the local 
communities. At least in the South, University Extension has continued to 
offer a space for dialogue between University and social movements in 
which the social movements can express their needs and demands. For 
this reason I would rephrase this topic 

ALE Research in social movements 
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And call it, ALE Research with and in the social movements to 
express that this is a two way process of learning between the 
partners. The university must be open to learn from and with the 
social movements. In many cases, social movements require 
assistance in systematising and investigating their own practices. 
At the same time, they need the theoretical tools and 
methodological strategies which the universities can provide. 
Development of research agendas and participatory research 
methodologies in dialogue with the social movements. University 
extension as a formal space in which this can take place.

ALE Research with and in social movements 
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1. Adopt the ALE campaign logo and integrate it into your 
organisation’s communications 

By including the ALE campaign logo next to your logo in all communications, your 
organisation raises awareness for the campaign across all forms of media and social 
media and it links you to the broader alliance. 

2. Use our wider, more inclusive definition of ALE in your lobbying, 
educating and advocacy work 

The definition was developed in collaboration with 13 international associations from 
all regions of the world. This definition helps us maintain a consistent and collaborative 
effort for education and advocacy initiatives. 

3. Sign up to the ALE campaign website and encourage others to do 
the same 

Use our campaign material for your social media and networking strategies to 
popularize the ALE campaign. 
Encourage affiliate organizations to sign up to demonstrate their support of the 
campaign. 

Our Call to Action



RMIT Classification: Trusted

4. At the local level, start new or expand on existing initiatives that 

add value to the ALE campaign 
Initiate awareness-raising or dialogues on the importance of ALE in your community 
learning centers, discussions with local governments, community associations and link 
your initiatives to the national and global ALE campaign. 

5. At the national level, advocate for ALE to increase visibility and 

funding for ALE projects in ways appropriate to your context. 
Discuss with your Parliamentarians the benefits of ALE and its importance for 
attainment of the SDGs. Lobby for increased budget for non-formal education, CLCs, 
TVET and other programs delivering ALE 

6. Engage in the UNESCO processes in your own country and region 

leading up to UNESCO’s Seventh International Conference on Adult 

Education – CONFINTEA VII, to be held in 2022, in order to ensure 

strong civil society engagement in the conference processes, 

programmes and outcomes. 
Meet with the UNESCO National Commission and Ministry of Education to know more 
about country preparations for CONFINTEA VII and seek participation. 

Our Call to Action
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7. Participate in helping to shape and build the campaign locally, 
regionally and internationally through common events or 
opportunities like the 50th anniversary of ICAE and by identifying 
other milestone events that the alliance can mobilise around.

8. Support advocacy initiatives for ALE at international levels to 
influence policy and funding. 

Assist with lobbying efforts around the SDGs and Agenda 2030, in order to gain 
recognition for ALE. 

9. In the interests of justice, well-being and change, locally and 
globally, act together for ALE to be seen, understood and valued as 
critical to a healthier planet and a better world. 

Address your governments, donors, private sector, international organizations, and 
social movements and mobilize for ALE. Encourage them to recognise the fundamental 
importance of ALE for justice, well-being and change!

Our Call to Action
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Let's come together, support each other 
and proclaim to the world that - we are ale!

Visit the ALE Campaign Exhibition

Endorse the #weareALE campaign on
www.we-are-ale.org

and stay tuned on social media.

https://aegt2021.eventshowcase.com/UBCConferences/public/events/aegt2021/app/event.html
http://www.we-are-ale.org/

